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On the accession of William and Mary one great change was
made in granting the customs for a term of years, instead of for
life, the object being to make government without parliament
impossible For extraordinary occasions poll taxes were granted,
but though these were quick to collect there was an enormous
number of evasions; the last collected was in 1698. From
to 1706 a cuiious plan was tried of taxing births, marriages
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and ft morals, bachelors and widows. For the Hearth Tax was
substituted a tux on houses with more than a certain number
of windows. In x(*y4 tint first stamp duties were imposed on
h'tful dornments and Jaw proceedings. Lastly, a property tax
was levied, wliirh, owing to difficulties of collection, ended by
becoming merely a land tax, and, like the old tenths and fifteenths
of the Middle Ages, to moan a certain sum collected according to
tin- assessment of i(><>2. Thus a rates of is, was taken to mean
half it million apportioned as usual. The tax lasted till 1798,